
Sheena's job involves all sorts of different things – researchers
and students in her lab are trying to understand how and why
some people get very ill and some don’t and how pollution
affects our health. 

She also teaches which she knows is the way to inspiring future
generation of scientists. Her area of study is Immunology which
is the way our body’s defence system protects us and looks out
for infections. 

She also does a lot of talking and promoting of science as the
Director of Public Engagement for the University. In this role
she works to help people understand the science that relates
to the way the world works around them.

P R O F  S H E E N A
C R U I C K S H A N K
I M M U N O L O G I S T  &  P R O F E S S O R  O F

B I O M E D I C A L  S C I E N C E S

A B O U T  S H E E N A

H E R  J O U R N E Y  I N T O  S T E M

Sheena has a dog and loves to take it for walks, as well as
supporting her two two children taking part in football. In her
spare time she likes keeping fit and reading books. 

H E R  H O B B I E S

T H E  Q U E S T I O N  S H E E N A  W A N T S  T O
A N S W E R  I S . . .
How our immune system can tell the difference between what is
bad (nasty infections) and the good (like the food we eat, or the
friendly bacteria that live in and on us). How does it do that? 

@sheencr

H E R  J O B

Sheena became very curious about science when she was
really young. It all started from watching her brother fall in a
rock pool! He had rolled up his trousers and he was he was
trying to catch it with his hands. It was so fast it was like
lightening and he ended up falling on his face. Sheena found
this hilarious, yet admired her brother's determination and
curiosity for science - after that she was hooked. 
Although science wasn’t always the thing that she was best at, it
was always the thing that intrigued her – so that goes to show
that you can get hooked into science any way at all!

https://

W A T C H
S H E E N A  I N S P I R E S  Y O U  T O  T H I N K
A B O U T . . .  
What’s in the air that you breathe? What’s natural and
unnatural? Is there any changing what’s in the air on a day to
day basis?



P R O F  S H E E N A  C R U I C K S H A N K

Now share your learning using the Great Science
Share for Schools' Uploader or on Twitter!

www.greatscienceshare.org

Use Question Hands to generate
questions about the air you breathe.

www.greatscienceshare.org/question-makers

Sheena's research questions whether the vital air we breathe can
actually also do us harm.  She encourages us to think about what we
can do to make a difference to the air quality around us.


